
 
 
 
 
July 13, 2007 
 
The Honorable Chuck Hagel 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Hagel: 
 
The Military Coalition (TMC), a consortium of nationally prominent military and veteran 
organizations, representing more than 5.5 million members plus their families and survivors, 
appreciates your leadership in offering an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act 
of 2008 that would narrow the pay gap between military members and their civilian counterparts.     
 
The pay gap has been considerably reduced with the significant help of Congress over the past 
eight years; yet, a gap of 4.0% still exists.  The proposed raise for FY08 would continue to 
reduce the existing gap to 3.5% and your amendment will help to further shrink the gap over the 
next five years. 
  
The All Volunteer Force was founded on a principle of pay comparability, and when we have 
deviated from this principle, the Services have experienced severe recruiting and retention 
problems.  Your amendment addresses this principle head-on and is the right thing to do to 
improve recruiting and retention of our service members.   
 
Thank you again for offering your amendment and the Coalition pledges to work with you to 
secure its enactment. 
 
Sincerely,    
 
The Military Coalition 
(Signatures enclosed) 
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